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: Marcellus: Something is
? rotten in the state of Denmark. ( 1. iv. 90) ©

« » 1
o

o Hamlet: Denmark’ s a prison. /Rosencrants:

o o Then is the world one. /Hamlet: A goodly one; in
o N which there are many confines wards and dungeons

Denmark being one o’ th’ worse. / Rosencrants: We

o think not so my lord. ( I1. ii. 243 —246)
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. ( )( The
Emperor Jones 1920) o
( » . ( Eugene o
Gladstone ONeill 1888 —1953) o . o o
1936

o ( Eugene O"Neill is today a major fig—
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ure in American drama. )
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( )
( Hyppolite Adolphe Taine
1828 - 1893) . (X )
) ( Introduction from History of English Litera—

ture)

o”( For in enu—
merating them we traverse the complete circle of the
agencies, and when we have considered race circum—
stance and epoch which are the internal mainspri—
ngs the external pressure and the acquired momen—
tum we have exhausted not only the whole of the actu—
al cause but also the whole of the possible causes of
motive. ) ¢
o preface intro—
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. . ( Henry van
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On Environmental Conflicts: From William Shakespeare to Eugene O’ Neill

ZHANG Si—i
( College of Literature and Journalism Chongqing University Chongqing 401331 P. R. China)

Abstract: Drama is one of the main genres in the Western literature. About 1/3 or 1/4 of Western literary works
exist in the genre of drama. Drama is bound to express conflicts. Conflicts of significantly profound plays are not
limited within interpersonal conflicts in that they may likewise be environmental conflicts. Only when a given envi—
ronment has something to do with persons can they become a conflict no matter what it may be. To humanize con—
flicts is an efficient way for dramatists who desire to perform conflicts on the stage. William Shakespeare has a try in
doing so in his masterpiece Hamlet. Eugene O’ Neill does so wonderfully in his masterpiece The Emperor Jones.

He has developed the artistic philosophy of Taine in three aspects. By means of the environmental humanization he
endows his drama with deep-going existential consciousness.

Key words: US literature; dramatic art; realizing routes, comparative study;, William Shakespeare; Eugene

0’ Neill
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