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Reevaluation on Lev Tolstoy’s Humanist Thought

LEI Yong—sheng
(Institute of Eastern Culture, China Youth College for Political Sciences, Betjing 100089, China)

Abstract:Despite an extremely rich one for Tolstoy’s humanist thought, it has been
always devalued as an empty and reactionary vision. Hence reevaluation on the
thought is necessary. The fundamental content for Tolstoy’s humanist thought
includes: analysis of the nature of human being, self—consummation of moral, and
negated violence against evil. Some factors of empty vision and religious style are
naturally contained in the thought. Meanwhile, it also contains rich realist content,
and deep reflection on the moral situation of human being.  Tolstoy always
identified his act with his words through practice, and attempted to fulfill his
humanist principles. In this sense, he is a great humanist.
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