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Beyond the Dispute on Theory of Colours: A Sudy on Goethe' s
Natural Philosophy from a Perspective of Archetype

WU Bo-teo
(Department of Philosophy , Peking Universty , Beijing 100871 ,China )

Abstract : Goethe' scriticism of Newtonian theory of colours wasone of the unusud episodesin the history of science. Comparing with the comments
of Newton' s contemporary critics such as Robert Hooke and Christian Huygens, Goethe’ s criticism was based on a more different tradition of natura
philosophy. But what isthe tradition ?What is Goethe’ s philosophy of nature ? How should we condder Goethe’ s criticism today ? These questions not
only provide us with a new perspective to interpret Newtonian theory of colours, but d< hedp usto reconsder the metaphysca foundations of modern
sience. With regect to these quegtions, the thessamsto dislose that Goethe' s archetype functions as the core idea and the leading principle in his
nature sudies, which d marks the critica point in his debate with Newtonian theory of colours
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