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On St. Augustine’ s Esthetic Theories

YA NG Xiao lian
(Dep artment of Chinese, Sichuan International Studies University, Chongqing 400031, China)

Abstract: St. Augustiné s esthetic theories played an important role in the history of the esthetics. T his thesis mainly ex-
plores Augustines elaboration on the essence of beauty, the distinguishing characteristics of beauty, art and beauty as well
as the mission of art ete, holding the view that his opinions both surpassed other ancestors and had effect on the later ages
greatly. Therefore, studying Augustine s theories on esthetics is significant for us to learn about the esthetics in the Me
dial Ages and the development of the esthetic history in Europe and A merica.
Key words: John Augustine essence of beauty; God; destiny; opinions on art



