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On the Theoretical Roots of Plato’ s
Thought of Aesthetics

Tao Yongfu

Abstract Plato was a famous philosopher of ancient Greece and the outstand-
ing representative figure of theoretical idealism. He was the first to put for— ward
and ponder the issue of aesthetics in view of philosophy conscientionusly and found-
ed a complete thought of aesthtics. Plato was the originator of western aesthetics.
His thought of aesthetics was on the basis of “ thought theory” and “ inspiration
theory”. To analyse the theoretical roots of Plato’ s thought of aesthetics can help
critically assimilate western excellent cultural heritage and speed up the construc-
tion of our socialist society with high cultural and ethical standards and construction
of aesthetics.
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