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A comparative study of Zheng He, Marco Polo and Columbus
to commemorate the 600th anniversary of Zheng Hes sail to the West
YANG Yang

(School of History and A dminitration, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming 650092, China)

Abstract: T his paper makes a comparison among Marco Polo, Columbus and Zheng He, who were
three great tourists, navigators and politicians, and of their impact on later generations. T he author,
paying much attention on Columbus ™ great geographical discovery” and Zheng He% sail to the West,
analyzes the reasons, purposes and backgrounds of the three mens navigations and sums up the differ-
ences of their impaction and historical statues.
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