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THE MIGRATION—-A BASIC THESISOF DARWIN S EVOL UTIONISM
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Abstract

The idea of migration of biota wasfirst proposed
by Darwin (1859). He consdered that any one
gecies had only a sngle center of creation. S long as
the environment alowed it would migrate from the
center to areas asfar as possble. But ater Buckman
(1922) published* plane of migration” , the point of
view that migration was unknowable cast a shadow on
the field of science. From then on the study of migra
tion had been dmogt at a standgtill for nearly fifty
years. Those daysJ. S.Lee (1927,1928) had noted
many factsof migration. More and more facts showed
the vitality of Darwin’ sidea.

Common appearance of fossl“ diachronous phe-

nomena’ and a weath of new biogeographica materi-
ads have made people to throw gradualy off the
shackle of the unknowabilitism of migration. Up to
now the feasble ways to explore migration can be
provided by (1) geographica tracing of the lowest
horizons; (2) geographica tracing of the evolving se-
guences; (3) tracing of the corregponding habitats.
Migration, as evolving, keeps going on at al times
under® @l pervading action” of the Darwin’ s con-
sraint. It is better to look upon migration as a kind
of chance given by habitat than as a kind of ability of
biota itslf. Migration has created and is creating and
maintaining natura ecosystem. The studiesof migra
tion will grow into a new branch of paeobiology ——
paeobiomigratology.



