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On the Historical Contributions of Xu Guangqi’ s Thoughts of Western Learning

ZH A1 Zhr qiang
(1. School of History, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China;
2. Section of Pubic Courses Teaching, China Academy of Fine Arts, Hangzhou 310009, China)

Abstract: We can draw a conclusion through the researches into The Collected Works of Xu Guangqi
that influenced by his family environment and his imperial examination experiences, and accepting the
reasonable parts of both Chinese and western learning, and making use of an irrdepth exchange of West-
ern missionary, Xu Guangqi introduced and studied the western learning positively, formed the thoughts
of “combining the strengths of the east with the west, catching up with and surpassing the west”, which
has brought much positive influence on China. Researches into Xu Guangqgi’ s thoughts of the Western
Learning still have great immediate significance for China today.
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